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I. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ABOUT:               15 minutes 
A.  Shadow docket & per curiam decisions  
B. Executive Orders & agency actions 

National Institutes of Health v. American Public Health Association, 145 S.Ct. 
2658 (2025) 
Noem, Secretary, Department Homeland Security  v. Vasquez Perdomo, 606 
U.S.__ (2025)(J. Kavanaugh concurring). 

1) Exec. Order 14151, 90 Fed. Reg. 8339 (Jan. 20, 2025) - “Ending 
Radical and Wasteful Government DEI Programs and Preferencing” 

2) Exec. Order 14173, 90 Fed. Reg. 8633 (Jan. 21, 2025) – “Illegal 
Discrimination and Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity”  

3) Exec. Order 14168, 90 Fed Reg. 8615 (Jan. 20, 2025) – “Defending 
Women From Gender Ideology Extremism and Restoring Biological 
Truth To The Federal Government” 

 
II. NOTABLE CASES THIS PAST TERM:  20 minutes 

A. National injunctions & birthright citizenship 
Exec. Order 14160, “Protecting the Meaning and Value of Citizenship” 
Trump v. Casa, 145 S. Ct. 2540 (2025) 
Challenge of a national injunction issued by lower court staying President’s 
executive order regarding birthright citizenship 
 

B. 1st Amendment Free Exercise & Establishment Clauses 
Mahmoud v. Taylor, 145 S. Ct. 2332 (2025) 
Public school parents seeking to opt out of their children’s participation in classes 
discussing storybooks with LGBTQ content on religious grounds 
 
 
 



 
C. Medical care for transgender minors 

U. S. v. Skrmetti, 145 S.Ct. 1816 (2025) 
Challenge of Tennessee state law banning gender affirming care for transgender 
minors. 

 
III. CASES TO WATCH FOR:   15 minutes 

A. Birthright Citizenship – Will the Court hear a case addressing the substantive 
issue of birthright citizenship?  
 

B. 1st Amendment Free Exercise and Establishment Clauses 
Chiles v. Salazar, 116 F. 4th 1178 (10th Cir. 2024)(cert. granted) 
Whether a law that censors certain conversations with clients based on the 
therapist’s religious based treatment approaches impermissibly regulates conduct.  
 

C. Title IX and Transgender students’ participation in school sports 
Hecox v. Little, 79 F. 4th 1009 (9th Cir. 2023)(cert. granted) 
Challenge to Idaho statute banning transgender women and girls from 
participation in women’s student athletics and subjecting all to a sex verification 
process. 
 
B.P.J. v. W. Va. State Board of Education, 98 F.4th 542 (4th Cir. 2024)(cert. 
granted) 
Transgender female middle school student in West Virginia challenge to 
prohibition against transgender girls playing on girl’s athletic teams. 
 

D. Marriage Equality     
Davis v. Ermold, Petition for Writ of Certiorari 
Kentucky County Clerk who refused to issue marriage license to same sex 
couples following Obergefell, seeks inter alia for the Supreme Court to overturn 
Obergefell v. Hodges and the legal principle of substantive due process.  
 

E. Schools’ non-discrimination obligations under Title VI and the Equal Protection 
Clause 
Executive Orders 14151 and 14173 (see above) 
February 14, 2025 Dep’t. of Education “Dear Colleague Letter” 
Amer. Federation of Teachers v. Dep’t of Education, 2025 WL 2374697 (D. Md. 
August 14, 2025 

 



 
IV. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS         10 minutes 

 

Notice: Westlaw was the source for the cases and executive orders cited herein. Their use is 
with the permission of Thomson Reuters.  






































