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Year-End Chapter Reports 
2017-2018 

 
 
 
 
Adirondack 
 
 
Bronx 
 
 
Brooklyn 
 
The Brooklyn Women’s Bar Association has 430 members and 8 delegates this year, up from 7 delegates and less 
than 400 members. We had our most successful Annual Dinner of all time, completely and utterly sold out with 400 
guest at dinner and 100 guests at the cocktail hour. Associate Judge Jenny Rivera, whose writings are completely 
in keeping with WBASNY’s mission of supporting women, was the honoree receiving our Beatrice M. Judge Award. 
Judge Sylvia G. Ash received our Lifetime Achievement Award. Helene E. Blank, Esq. received our Sybil Hart 
Kooper Award. We had a wildly successful Centennial Celebration, awarding Chief Judge Janet DiFiore our 
Centennial Award, and had a panel discussion about the challenges and hurdles women lawyers face. The panel 
included the Hon. Dora Irizarry, Honorable Shira Scheindlin, Edna Wells Handy, Esq., and Stacy j. Kanter, Esq. 
 
 
Capital District 
 
 
Central New York 
 
This year the CNYWBA started the year with a New Member Reception, which we moved from the fall to June and 
combined with the Installation of the New Board. In September we put on our annual Judicial Reception following a 
rigorous judicial screening process. In December we hosted our annual Holiday Party, where we collected 
donations for Blessings in a Backpack, the program providing packable food on weekends for children in the 
Syracuse City School District. We created and sponsored three CLE presentations: on state appellate practice; the 
Indian Child Welfare Act; and the first Diversity, Inclusion and Elimination of Bias credits offered in Onondaga 
County. We initiated a Mentoring Luncheon Series, designed to encourage mentorship and nurture relationships 
between members of the CNYWBA. We initiated a Bench Bar Buffet Series in collaboration with the Onondaga 
County Bar Association Bench Bar Committee, bringing jurists and attorneys together for dialogue, practice tips, 
and information about judicial initiatives and court programs. In April we hosted the Annual Law Medicine Dinner, 
an event originated by Karen DeCrow which brings together women health professionals and women attorneys for 
a dinner and panel discussion on a topic relevant to both groups. This year's theme was Community Rock Stars, 
celebrating women who saw a need in the community and stepped up to fill it. In March and April we brought 
women attorneys to local elementary school classrooms for Read Across America, an event celebrating Dr. Seuss' 
birthday. This year we also reconstituted the CNYWBA Long Range Planning Committee, which in the course of its 
work developed a budget which the Board passed in July 2017 and which governed our work this year. We also 
conducted a member survey to determine the needs and wants of our membership, and we grappled with 
longstanding, fundamental issues including our relationship with WBASNY. We will continue the committee's work 
in the coming months to address the recent vote by WBASNY to raise dues on chapter members along with 
possible changes to our membership structure. We digitized about 75% of the CNYWBA archives and records, 
including all of the CNYWBA records pertaining to Karen DeCrow. We then submitted the originals of these records 
to the National Women’s Rights Hall of Fame, into which Karen has been inducted, along with digital copies which 
will be made available to scholars for research. 
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Del-Chen-O 
 
Del-Chen-O Chapter had a great second year. We continued to grow as an organization and hold a variety of 
events. We held a recognition dinner honoring the Hon. Nettie Jean Scarzafava on September, held a holiday party 
in December, coordinated a food drive in December, coordinated a Read Across America day in honor of Dr. 
Suess's birthday in March and are coordinating a comfort bag drive for children in foster care to coincide with our 
induction of new officers dinner on June 13, 2018. 
 
 
Finger Lakes 
 
Events: 
 
Holiday Party – Simeon’s Restaurant in Ithaca. Free catered social event for members. 
 
December 18, 2017 – Holiday cookie exchange held at Michaela Azemi’s home. 
 
Film Screening and panel discussion on Domestic Violence and Human Rights – Co-sponsored the 
documentary film screening event presented by Cornell Law School that was a catered event held at a local theater 
in Ithaca. The panel included the victim that was the focus of the documentary, the filmmakers, the director of the 
Women’s Rights Project of the ACLU, and the Executive Director of the Advocacy Center. 
 
Habitat for Humanity – Women’s Build Weekend - Formed Team to participate in Cortland – Tompkins County 
Habitat for Humanity Women’s Build weekend held on Friday, May 11th and Saturday, May 12th. FLWBA Raised 
$190. 
 
Member Meetings: 
 
September 8, 2017 – Donated $10 of each person’s lunch proceeds to the Women’s Opportunity Center (Ithaca 
organization that has helped over 15,000 women receive training and employment services). Networking luncheon 
with random seat assignment. 
 
October 13, 2017 – Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Donated $10 of each person’s lunch proceeds to 
Advocacy Center (Ithaca’s domestic violence organization). Domestic Violence panel presentation by Advocacy 
Center. 

 
November 10, 2017 – Donated $10 of each person’s lunch proceeds to Law New York’s Veteran’s. In honor of 
Veteran’s Day, Law New York presented a panel discussion of legal services offered to Veteran’s and the legal 
issues commonly faced by Veterans.  
 
December 8, 2017 – Donated $10 of each person’s lunch proceeds to Happy Period. Presentation by FLWBA 
Khandikile M. Sokoni to discuss the process for rating of judicial candidates through the Independent Judicial 
Election Qualification Commissions and how our chapter can become more involved in rating future candidates.  
 
January 12, 2018 – National slavery and human trafficking prevention month - Donated $10 of each person’s lunch 
proceeds to the Polaris Project, a national organization, which operates the national human trafficking hotline and 
BeFree textline and provides tailored trainings to agencies and businesses seeking to prevent and eradicate human 
trafficking. Naomi Barry from the Advocacy Center presented about the commercial sexual exploitation of children 
(CSEC), including red flags for recognizing CSEC, what makes youth vulnerable, and trauma informed approaches 
when interacting with trafficked youths. 
 
February 9, 2018 – Donated $10 of each person’s lunch fee to the Cancer Resource Center in Ithaca. Cancer 
Resource Center gave presentation about all the services it offers to the community 
 
March 9, 2018 – Donated $10 of each person’s lunch fee to the Women’s Fund of the Community Foundation of 
Tompkins County The women’s Fund promotes educational, economic, social, and political equality for women, 
enables women to have the necessary resources for healthcare. Informative presentation by the Women’s Fund to 
educate our members about the organization and all that it offers to the Tompkins County community. 
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Annual Breakfast Meeting: 
 
April 13, 2018 - Catered breakfast for election of officers. 
 
Annual Installation Dinner: 
 
June 21, 2018, Country Club of Ithaca. Keynote Speaker: Hon. Elizabeth Garry. 
 
 
Mid-Hudson 
 
Overview of events/activities:  

1. We started the year with a revamped website; www.mhwba.org. This was created by our very own 
Laura Wong-Pan! 

2. September- We held our Annual Membership Drive at The Ice House in Poughkeepsie, where we 
collected donations for Dress for Success.  

3. October- Joint CLE with the Orange-Sullivan chapter in Fishkill. The topic was Trust 101. Two long time 
members presented; Shari Hubner and Debra Estis. 

4. October- We co-hosted a retirement party for Justice Karen K. Peters. Justice Peters is a long time 
member of MHWBA. She retired as the Presiding Justice of the Third Department. She was the first 
woman to hold that position. We held this event jointly with the Ulster County Bar Association at 
Diamond Mills, in Saugerties. 

5. November- We co-hosted a retirement party for one of MHWBA’s founding members, the Honorable 
Christine Sproat. This was a joint event with the Dutchess County Bar Association at Locust Grove in 
Poughkeepsie.  

6. December- We held our Annual Holiday event at Shadows on the Hudson in Poughkeepsie. Keeping 
with recent tradition we collected donations for Hudson Valley House of Hope. The Hudson Valley of 
Hope is an emergency shelter for individuals and children that are victims of domestic violence.  

7. December- We prepared a nominations package to WBASNY nominating Honorable Christine Sproat 
for the Joan L. Ellenbogen Founder’s Award. The nomination was successful! Judge Sproat will receive 
her award at the 2018 Convention.  

8. January- We hosted a CLE in Hopewell Junction with two of our members, Laura Wong-Pan and 
Pamela Bass, as speakers. The topics were Title VII and Gender Bias in the Profession. This CLE 
satisfied the new NYS CLE requirement.  

9. April- Annual Meeting/Bench Meets Bar. We held our annual meeting at Crew Restaurant in 
Poughkeepsie.  

10. Throughout the year we maintained a consistent Treasure balance.  
11. We had fewer members this year but we are trying to reorganize our membership renewal process.  
12. We are continuing to work on additional CLE’s and brown bag lunches in local courtrooms/ chambers. 
13. We are partnering with the Junior League of Poughkeepsie to raise funds for the framing of artwork to 

be hung in the local family court.  
14. Our Installation Dinner for the 2018/2019 year will be held on June 18th at Shadows on the Hudson in 

Poughkeepsie. Member and recently elected Dutchess County Supreme Court Judge, the Honorable 
Christi Acker will speak at the event.  

 
 
Mid-York 
 
 
Nassau 
 
As I reflect on my past year of my presidency, my thoughts and feelings are mixed. I first think,”we tried so hard yet 
we decreased our membership numbers”. Yet,Ii ask myself,”is a successful year only measured by new members?” 
I answer “no”. What about cohesiveness? Inclusiveness? A welcoming spirit ? Yes, they are measures of success 
but mostly invinsible. So I look at this past year and say,” tilling the soil, planting the seeds and nurturing the 
organization’s growth was this year’s success. 
 
Our biggest achievements this year were co-sponsoring many of our events with other bar committees:  
 
- Hispanic Heritage Day in the Courts - the Long Island Hispanic Bar and the Nassau County Bar 
- Black History Month in the Courts - Amistad and the Nassau County Bar Association 
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- Meet the Candidates Night - Criminal Bar Association 
- Networking luncheons on leadership skills, new family leave act legislation, how to dress: what is a professional 
look for women today? - Women in the Courts Committee 
- Appellate Brief Practice( done at lunchtime at the family court) - Family Law and Procedures Committee 
- Dressed to a Tee (fundraiser) - Nassau County Bar Association We Care Committee (charitable arm of the bar) 
- Golf outing( fundraiser for breast cancer) -Nassau County Women’s Bar Foundation 
- Making Strides Walk at Jones Beach - American Cancer Society 
 - Mock interviews for students - Hofstra University Maurice Deane School of Law 
- New students days - Hofstra Law School and Touro Law Schools 
 
Our newest, most successful program was our chamber chats which are monthly lunch meetings with members of 
the judiciary in their chambers (up close and personal). We met in most of the court houses, i.e.; family court, 
district court, matrimonial court, supreme court. We plan to continue this program next year. 
 
A strength this year was getting new board members on committees and helping them assume leadership 
positions. Almost all board members are returning in some leadership capacity so they will be “seasoned” and not 
so “intimidated” in running a committee. 
 
My personal high points: being sworn in as President by Chief Judge Janet DeFiore and meeting Supreme Court 
Justice Sonya Sotomayer at Hofstra Law School this past fall 2017. 
 
Still to work on: more involvement with local women’s bars (queens and suffolk) and greater understanding and 
involvement with WBASNY.  
 
Still to do: mentoring of students...we never seem to get this off the ground and a trip to the children’s museum- co -
sponsored by various bar committees to meet each other’s families. 
 
 
New York  
 
The New York Chapter has had a very successful year, filled with diverse programs, events and initiatives. 
 
• As of April 25, 2018, NYWBA had 732 members, and we continue to be the largest WBASNY Chapter. We 

maintained our 11 delegates to the WBASNY Board. We are also a vital and important organization to the legal, 
Bar Association and Women’s community of New York County, and we are proud that our total membership 
contributes to WBASNY’s growth and influence. 

• NYWBA was pleased to host a dinner for WBASNY members on the Friday night before the September, 2017 
WBASNY Board meeting in Manhattan. This dinner allowed WBASNY Officers, Board Delegates, Committee 
Members, and Chapter Representatives to gather in an informal setting and to enhance our statewide bonds. 

• NYWBA continues to improve its online and social media presence. We regularly post announcements and 
photos from our events on our website, Facebook and Twitter, especially when our members are honored. 

• In 2017-2018, NYWBA was proud to plan and/or present programs – on our own and in collaboration with other 
organizations, including OCA, the Appellate Division First Department, The Assigned Counsel Plan of the 
Appellate Division First Department; the New York City Bar; the New York City Chapter of the National 
Organization for Women; Center for Reproductive Rights; and the following law firms and companies: Bender & 
Rosenthal; Blank Rome; Bloomberg LP; Crowell Moring; Frankfurt Kurnit Klein & Selz; Greenspoon Marder; 
Lee Anuv Chung White Kim Rutger & Richter ; and The Hoffinger Firm. Among the highlights since our last 
report were: 
➢ Our NYWBA Annual Awards and Installation Dinner was held at Three-sixty Degrees (360°) in Tribeca on 

June 7, 2017.  At the Annual Dinner:  We presented the President’s Special Award to Court of Appeals 
Chief Judge Janet DiFiore and our Award of Special Recognition to Hon. Joan B. Lobis and we installed 
the incoming NYWBA Officers (2017-2018), NYWBA Directors, and NYWBA members of the WBASNY 
Board of Directors (2017-2018). 

➢ Our annual, free “Martha E. Gifford Summer Program” for summer associates and interns, law students, 
law school graduates awaiting admission, and attorneys in their first few years of practice, entitled "What 
It's REALLY Like to Practice Law in New York City as a Woman," was held July 17, 2017.  Meg Gifford, one 
of the founders of this program more than 20 years ago, spoke and the New York City Bar was a co-
sponsor. 

➢ The annual NYWBA Membership Reception in September 11, 2017, which is free for members and 
prospective members.  Skadden Arps again hosted this program, and we experienced record attendance. 
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➢ Our annual Judiciary Reception Honoring Newly Elected, Re-Elected and Newly Appointed Judges in New 
York County at the Yale Club in February 27, 2018.  This year, we had record attendance and a record 
number of sponsors.  We were proud that the newest Judge on the Court of Appeals, Paul Feinman 
attended. 

• We continued to be our own accredited CLE provider for a second year. Our CLE programs were highly 
successful and well received.  We continue to offer these CLEs free for all members of NYWBA and the 
WBASNY Chapters, thanks to a bequest from our late Founder, Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag.  We held a 
sufficient number and variety to fulfill members' full CLE requirements, including ethics, at no cost. In addition, 
to CLE programs where the NYWBA was the provider of CLE credits, we offered several free CLE programs 
where other entities provided the CLE credits. We also assisted the National Association  of Women Judges by 
providing free CLE credit for their attendees at their Mid-Year meeting in April, 2018  The CLE programs that 
we offered during the 2017-2018 year included: 
 
➢ Don’t Marry Me Off , On Child Bride Marriage Issues 
➢ Presenting Your Financial Case Before A Referee 
➢ Rikers And Beyond: A Film and Discussion  
➢ Preparing Networth Statements 
➢ The State of the Uterus, Our Periodic Review of Reproductive Rights 
➢ The Inner Workings of Part 36 For Attorneys for Children 
➢ Hiring And Firing Issues 
➢ Raise the Age! 
➢ Civil Court Express Lunch Practice Series 
➢ My Client Spoke With ACS, Now What? 
➢ When A Civil Enforcement Turns Criminal 
➢ Lights, Camera, Ethics: When Your Favorite Movie Lawyer May Need An Ethics Lawyer 
➢ We have several more programs between the writing of this report and our annual dinner. 

• In addition to the many CLE programs they organized, our Committees: 
➢ Sent a representative to participate through WBASNY in the very important process of interviewing and 

rating candidates under consideration for nominations to fill an Associate Judge vacancy on the New York 
Court of Appeals.   

➢ The Judiciary Committee reviewed the qualifications of candidates for the Civil Court for the general 
elections in New York County. 

➢ The Chairs of the Matrimonial Pro Bono Project continue to work with representatives from other counties 
to help them establish similar programs.  

➢ The Litigation Committee held several programs, including its Lunch with a Judge series. 
➢ The Civil Courts Committees continues its very popular Civil Court Express Lunch speaker series programs 

and CLE’s on topics of interest to members, held nearly monthly in the New York County Civil Court. 
➢ The Criminal Law Committee was very active and has continued to grow under the leadership of its 

wonderful co-chairs, and did joint lunchtime programs with the Civil Courts Committee.   
➢ The Children’s Rights and Issues Committee has continued to be active and held regular lunchtime 

programs and CLEs. 
➢ The Professional Ethics & Discipline Committee organized the Annual Ethics CLE Program at our annual 

membership meeting, which is one of our most popular programs, with over 103 RSVP’s this year. 
➢ The Solo and Small Firm Practice Committee met monthly to network and assist members with their 

websites and marketing efforts, how to start and grow your practice, and it presented several programs, 
including a CLE on effective client communications. 

➢ The Elder Law and Disabilities Committee held several interesting programs, including a CLE on the basics 
of guardianship proceedings.  

➢ The Reproductive Rights Committee and the International Women’s Rights Committee presented timely 
programs. 

➢ The Newsletter Committee oversaw the issuance of nine Newsletters in 2017-2018, with articles on 
substantive law, event announcements, articles and photos from past events, and other features.  They 
continued our cost-cutting by having every other Newsletter in an eNews format, and all our Newsletters 
are posted on our website. 

➢ As noted above, our Membership Committee, with the help of Board members, committee chairs and 
volunteers, has done an extraordinary job of adding and retaining members for our total membership. 

➢ The Programs and Events Committee has provided many fun events for our members, including 
professional style and shopping events, museum tours, a theater evening, and walking tours. 
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➢ Our Continuing Legal Education Committee has overseen compliance with OCA CLE guidelines and 
reviewed all CLE submissions. 

➢ Our Summer Program Committee organized our fabulous program on What It’s REALLY Like to Practice 
Law as a Woman. 

➢ Our committees did fabulous work throughout the year, all of which is appreciated and recognized. We 
could not possibly list every event in this year-end summary. 

➢ We were also proud to march with LeGal in the Pride Parade and in the Women’s March for  a second 
year. 

 
Through WBASNY, our members have reviewed and taken positions on legislation and acted on other matters 
of national and statewide concern and worked on important amicus briefs.  We are proud that our members 
have briefed the Legislation Committee on proposed bills, and often had their recommendations adopted by the 
WBASNY Legislation Committee and by the WBASNY Board. 
 
With respect to our Treasury, NYWBA has an excellent history maintaining sound financial footing, with our 
increased membership bringing additional funds. Our major expenses for 2017-2018 included payments to our 
Executive Director, the cost of our Annual Award and Installation Dinner, membership dues to WBASNY, and 
the costs for our annual Judicial Reception and our free Membership Reception.  We also continue to manage 
the endowment bequest to the NYWBA by our late Founder and Past President Hon. Florence Perlow 
Shientag, and we use the proceeds from this endowment to underwrite the costs of providing free CLE to 
members and help defray the costs of our Newsletter. 
 
At our Annual Meeting on April 26, 2018, NYWBA members were unanimously elected and will be installed at 
our Annual Dinner on June 12, 2018. During the NYWBA Annual Membership Meeting, the NYWBA 
membership also ratified proposed amendments to the NYWBA By-Laws. 

 
This year's NYWBA Annual Awards and Installation Dinner will be held at Three-Sixty Degrees (360°) in Tribeca on 
June 12, 2018.  At the Annual Dinner: 
 
➢ We will present the President’s Special Award to Hon. Rolando T. Acosta and Hon. Deborah A Kaplan. 
➢ We will present NYWBA’s Award of Special Recognition, Hon. Karla Moskowitz.   
➢ Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin will install the incoming NYWBA Officers (2018-2019), NYWBA Directors (for 

the terms listed above), and NYWBA members of the WBASNY Board of Directors (2018-2019). 
 
NYWBA President Myra L. Freed thanks the New York Chapter's Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs who 
have made this year so successful.  Thanks as well go to the Newsletter Committee for all their work on our terrific 
Newsletter, to our Internet/Website Committee for keeping our members notified about programs and events, and 
to our Judiciary Committee and its Co-Chairs for doing a thorough job of screening candidates for judicial office. 
 
The New York Chapter would not be so strong this year without the efforts of our Membership Committee, co-
chaired by NYWBA Past President Deborah G. Rosenthal and Board member Michael W. Appelbaum.  We are 
happy to have achieved yet another membership milestone, and we strive to continue to retain and engage current 
members, and to develop outreach programs to solicit even more members in the future.  
 
The New York Chapter also owes a huge debt of gratitude, as always to its Executive Director Karen Lu, who has 
once again done an excellent job, in a year where we had a countless events.  She has also spearheaded our 
electronic notifications to members through weekly “eblasts.”  Our organization would not be so successful without 
her.  
 
Finally, the New York Chapter thanks WBASNY for its advocacy in support of the critical issues that make a 
difference in the fight for the rights of women in the profession and women, children and the most vulnerable people 
in society at large, and for its support of the Chapters across the State of New York.   
 
We thank the outgoing  President , Amy Baldwin Littman (2017-2018), all of the WBASNY Officers, and WBASNY 
Headquarters (and particularly Linda Chiaverini), for their support and tireless efforts on behalf of the Association 
and Chapters. We are proud that so many of our Chapter members have served as WBASNY officers and 
committee chairs over the years. We particularly congratulate NYWBA past President Jennifer P. Brown for her 
great job as WBASNY Recording Secretary. And we congratulate and wish the best to incoming WBASNY 
Treasurer, President Greta K. Kolcon, and to their sister officers. We look forward to working with everyone in the 
coming year.  
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We are proud to be a founding Chapter of WBASNY, and we look forward to continuing to strengthen these bonds 
through the coming years. 
 
 
Orange-Sullivan  
 
 
Queens 
 
January 9, 2018 - Board Meeting at Bourbon Street  
January 27, 2018 - WBASNY Board of Directors and Committee Mtg- Columbia 
February 8, 2018 - Heart Healthy Event- Healthy Cooking with Chef Alass 
February 28, 2018 - Diversity Inclusion and Elimination of  Bias CLE- African Women and the Vote  March 2, 2018- 
Read Across America at P.S. 116 
March 12, 2018 - Board & General Meeting- Greek Night at Mythos Restaurant  
March 21, 2018 - Mental Health Awareness Committee meeting-Austin Ale House  
March 24, 2018 - WBASNY Board of Directors and Committee Meeting- Albany 
April 11, 2018 - Co-sponsor of Eleventh Annual Holocaust Remembrance Program with Brandeis 
April 18, 2018 - Speed Mentoring at SJU 
April 25, 2018 - Literary Night: Book Signing by Author Michelle Kuo 
April 30, 2018 - General Meeting and Elections at Queens Civil Court  
May 8, 2018 - Diversity CLE- Mental Wellness Event 1 
May 12, 2018 - Family Friend Hike at Alley Pond- Mental Wellness Event 2 
May 24, 2018 - Healthy Living- Mental Wellness Event 3 
May 31-June 2, 2018 - Convention 2018- Cooperstown, New York 
June 26, 2018 - Installation Dinner Russo's 
 
 
Rochester  
 
I.  Summary of the Year 
  
GRAWA had an exceptional year, offering numerous CLEs and events for our members and local community, and 
continuing to advance GRAWA’s and WBASNY’s mission. Our year included some new events, continuation of 
efforts started in prior years, and completion of other efforts.   
 
As you may recall, last year Past President Jill Paperno, GRAWA created the Racial and Social Justice Committee 
(with the support of two other local bar associations) in response to local and national news reports since last year 
of violence against minorities and law enforcement in interactions between the two. The Committee is up and 
running and holds regular meetings. They are in the process of preparing bylaws for the Committee and have held 
various CLEs. This year The New York State Bar Association awarded GRAWA the Bar Leaders Innovation Award 
for its creation of this Committee.   
 
Our Strategic Planning Committee, which was formed in 2016, has continued its efforts and retained a third party 
vendor to review our organization and prepare a strategic plan. In connection with our new strategic plan, our 
membership received a survey to complete which provided us with critical insight into what our members would like 
to see more/less of. The results of the survey were shared and discussed with members at a meeting in February. 
The finishing touches are being made to the new strategic plan, which will be going to our board in the near future 
to be voted on.  
 
Our Judicial Evaluation Committee has been working hard to resume our highly important judicial evaluations.   As 
you know, the process was under fire last year as the Republican Party and the Conservative Party in Rochester 
sent a letter to the Monroe County Bar Association in March 2016 stating that they were boycotting the County 
Bar’s judicial evaluation process. (The Monroe County Bar Association suspended its judicial evaluation process 
after receiving the letter and recently announced that it would not continue its judicial evaluation process.) Neither 
GRAWA nor the Rochester Black Bar Association, both of which also offer judicial evaluations, received such a 
letter, however, none of the candidates from the Republican Party or the Conservative Party made submissions to 
be evaluated.   
 
In 2017, GRAWA discussed whether or not to continue our judicial evaluation process and last year the Board 
voted to proceed with the evaluations as we had done in the past, regardless of what other bar associations in our 
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community were doing. The JEC Committee has met several times this year and will be conducting judicial 
evaluations of judicial candidates in June 2018. Some of the candidates who are running for the bench this year 
have already contacted us to express their interest in participating in the process. Our JEC Committee works very 
hard and is made up of dedicated members who take the evaluation process very seriously. We are hopeful that we 
can continue to educate the public and provide helpful insight about judicial candidates in Monroe County before 
voters head to the polls. 
 
Lastly, GRAWA is extremely proud of fellow-member Greta Kolcon who will soon be installed as the President of 
WBASNY.  She has worked endlessly to support GRAWA and WBASNY’s efforts, and we believe she will be a 
great President of WBASNY. 
 
II.  This year’s activities included  
 
GRAWA sponsored and/or participated in the following special events and activities this year: 
 

� GRAWA created a 35th Anniversary Gala Committee who worked tirelessly to plan and arrange our 35th 
Anniversary Gala. The Gala was held in April 2018 in celebration of GRAWA’s milestone year. All in 
attendance at this sold-out event had a wonderful time. Members ate, drank, socialized and danced the 
night away all in celebration of GRAWA and its success over the years.  

� GRAWA co-sponsored a CLE entitled “Female Success in the Legal Profession” wherein a female panel of 
attorneys who have achieved success in their respective positions spoke to a full-house of attorneys of all 
ages. The CLE offered two Diversity Inclusion and Bias credits and was moderated by Past President, 
Tiffany Lee, Esq. Based on the survey results we received following the CLE, a three-part, brown bag lunch 
series was scheduled with three of the five women who spoke at the CLE.   

� GRAWA participated in VoteTilla in celebration of the 100 year anniversary of a women’s right to vote. 
VoteTilla is a week-long nautical celebration along the Erie Canal that ran from July 16 through July 22, 
2017. VoteTilla is a partnership of several private and nonprofit educational, civic and historic organizations 
and government agencies and the event is also a reminder of all the hard work, perseverance and 
cooperation that was needed to secure the right for women to have a vote. The “Last Mile” of the journey 
was celebrated in Rochester on July 22, 2017 with a parade in the city, with a final destination of the Susan 
B. Anthony Museum and House. GRAWA participated in the parade, as members marched and proudly 
displayed our banner through the city streets of Rochester, in honor of the centennial of women’s suffrage 
in New York State. 

� GRAWA hosted its annual Holiday Party and donated all proceeds raised to the Center For Youth, Owen’s 
House. In addition, we collected new and gently used winter coats and other apparel that was donated to 
Ibero-American Action League to be provided to families who were relocating to Rochester, New York from 
Puerto Rico following the aftermath of Hurricane Maria. 

� The newly formed Lawyers Coalition on Racial and Social Justice Committee hosted a CLE entitled “Micro 
Aggressions and Implicit Bias in the Workplace.” The Committee addresses issues of racial justice in 
Rochester’s legal community and beyond and is planning several more events for this year. 

 
CLE Committee – Chairs Josie Sheppard and Marlene Attardo - The CLE Committee started the year in June 
with a plan for CLEs for the whole 2017-2018 year.  These CLEs covered topics on Diversity, Inclusion and 
Retention, Promoting Equality Within the Legal Profession, and included CLEs on Veterans legal matters.  In April 
2018, the committee also sponsored a Fair Housing CLE.    
 
Women’s Health Committee – Chairs Kim Duguay and Christin Cornetta - This Committee is constantly 
coming up with ideas for events to offer to members to raise awareness of areas impacting women’s health. The 
Women’s Health Committee was involved in the planning/participating in a free CLE by the Steinberg Lecture 
Series that featured guest speaker Cedric Alexander (Deputy Mayor of City of Rochester and Professor of 
Psychiatry at the University of Rochester Medical Center).  The committee also planned “Estrofest, A Night of 
Laughter and Fun” that was comprised of a female comedy group that performed during Rochester’s Fringe 
Festival.  The committee also planned an evening of songs with Carole’s Kings. The band combines the wonderful 
music of Carole King, the hilarious writings of Chicago’s Second City, and orchestrations from the same time that 
brought you Jersey Boys and Beautiful to create a one-of-a-kind tribute. They also hosted a fundraising Go Red 
event in February (which has become an annual event for GRAWA) and offered a Yoga Night for members in April 
2017.   
 
Diversity Committee – Chair Robin Marable - The Diversity Committee planned a wine cruise in June 2017 for 
participants in the Monroe County Bar Association’s Diversity Clerkship program. The boat cruise was on the Erie 
Canal and featured a wine tasting event.  In celebration of Women’s History Month, in March 2018 the committee 
planned an outing to attend a League of Women Voters event featuring a discussion by Dr. Sally Roesch Wagner.  
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In honor of Black History Month and the late Judge Roy Wheatley King, the committee co-sponsored an event 
entitled “Celebrating the Contributions of African-American Attorneys in Monroe County.”  The Diversity Committee 
also planned the annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Day of Community Service, during which members brought 
feminine hygiene products, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes and shampoo and prepared more than 200 “kits” 
for use by clients of Refugees Helping Refugees.  Our MLK Day of Service also included the preparation of 
breakfast at the Samaritan House 
 
Programs Committee – Chairs Stacey Trien and Destini Bowman - The Programs Committee organized a 
number of events for our members this year. The Committee organized a viewing of “The Rape of Recy Taylor” at 
the Little Theater in Rochester, NY. The Programs Committee also planned GRAWA’s annual reception for new 
members and our annual holiday party which featured fundraising efforts that raised money for The Center for 
Youth (Owen’s House). In addition, the committee partnered with Ibero-American Action League to collect new and 
gently used winter coats to be donated to families who had relocated to Rochester, NY from Puerto Rico following 
the devastation from Hurricane Maria.  They also coordinated our annual shopping event at Eleventh Hour and 
planned an outing for members to attend a “Women of Rock” concert offered by the Rochester Philharmonic 
Orchestra.  The Programs Committee also co-sponsored a forum on the Constitutional Convention wherein a panel 
discussed the pros and cons of voting for/against the measure.   
 
The Programs Committee was also instrumental in planning GRAWA’s participation in the VoteTilla - Women’s 
Suffragist parade. GRAWA members marched the final mile of the parade to the Susan B. Anthony House in 
Rochester, NY in celebration of the 100th year anniversary of a women’s right to vote.   
 
Nominations Committee – Chair Heidi Gregory – This committee, which consists of several dedicated members, 
selected and prepared nomination packets for various awards for our members. We had a very successful year 
with nominations for various awards thanks to Heidi and her committee.  Please see below. 
 
Legislative Committee – Chair Adele Fein, ensured that we were well informed as we represented our local 
chapter at WBASNY meetings and participated in Executive Committee calls during which time several pieces of 
legislation were voted on. 
 
Membership Committee – Chair Diane Cecero – Our Membership Committee held a get-together with Board, 
and arranged to have a membership table set up at the 4th Department swearing in ceremony held in Rochester, 
NY.  Diane worked very hard to keep our membership numbers at or near our prior membership numbers.  
Although we had a decrease in membership this year, we are hopeful that our new strategic plan will assist us with 
obtaining and retaining new members, with a specific focus on younger, newly-admitted attorneys. 
 
Judicial Evaluations Committee – Chairs Erin Heintz and Alison Moyer - Our JEC Committee held several 
meetings and is moving forward with judicial evaluations this year.  As discussed above, our judicial evaluation 
process was essentially boycotted by republican judicial candidates.  Despite the boycott, we are moving forward 
with our evaluations and are pleased that some of this year’s candidates have already reached out to us about 
participation in the evaluation process.  The Committee will be starting the evaluations in June 2018.   
 
III.  Awards 
 
Many of our members were recognized this year for their outstanding contributions to GRAWA and the community.  
They include:  

� Carolyn Nussbaum received the Monroe County Bar Association’s Adolph J. Rodenbeck Award.  
� Jill Paperno received the Monroe County Bar Foundation’s Humanitarian Award 
� Judge Evelyn Frazee received the Monroe County Bar Association’s Outstanding Jurist Award. 
� GRAWA received the New York State Bar Association’s Bar Leaders Innovation Award for its creation of 

the Racial and Social Justice Committee. 
� Destini Bowman received the Rochester Business Journal’s Forty Under 40 Award (in addition to two other 

GRAWA members - Hinna Upal and Christine O’Connor). 
� Randi Prokou received the Rochester Women’s Network Up and Coming Businesswoman Award 
� Bridget O’Toole received the Monroe County Bar Association’s Emerging Bar Leader Award 
� Great Kolcon received The Daily Record’s Leaders in the Law Award (along with GRAWA members Carey 

Ann Denefrio and Laurie Vahey) 
� Honorable Joanne Winslow received Albany Law School’s Kate Stoneman Award 
� Seven GRAWA members were recognized as The Daily Record’s 2018 Excellence in Law Honorees: 

Receiving the Top Women in Law award are Shani Mitchell and Amy Schwartz (GRAWA nominee). 
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Receiving the Up and Coming Attorneys award are Nicole Ladner, Letty Laskowski, Keana Williams, and 
Lauren Whiting. Receiving the Civil Legal Services award is Vasanthi Pillai (GRAWA nominee) 

� Six GRAWA members received the 2017 Empire State Counsel Honoree Award, including Eileen Buholtz, 
Jessica Clemente, Alissa M. Fortuna Brennan, Maria J. Reed, Theresa Rusnak and Sharon P. Stiller 

� GRAWA members Katherine McClung and Jacqueline Phipps Polito received the Rochester Business 
Journal’s Women of Excellence Award 

 
GRAWA also nominated some outstanding, very talented members – and while they were not bestowed with the 
award - we believe the nomination itself is an honor and worthy of celebration:  Nora Jones, Unsung Legal Hero 
Award, Amy Schwartz, WBASNY Award and Jill Paperno, WBASNY Award. 
 
 
Rockland 
 
This year was a busy and exciting year for the Rockland chapter. This year we kicked off our first Board breakfast 
meeting in July where we shared our goals for the Board and introduced our new members. We followed up that 
meeting with our traditional August “Margaretta Meeting” that was graciously hosted by Ilene Graff.  At this meeting, 
we planned our annual events and meetings. This event is a great opportunity for everyone to get together after the 
summer and catch up and discuss in more detail our Board’s goals for the upcoming year. 
 
One of our biggest accomplishments this year was the creation of our new web page! We wanted our site to 
empower women while providing information about our board members, upcoming events, important legislation as 
well as a link to WBASNY’s page and information. 
 
September, October and November were filled with great events! In September we hosted a “book club” where the 
theme was centered on foster children. In October, we hosted a JALBCA luncheon where our speaker provided 
important information about Breast Cancer. We also participated in our annual “Breast Cancer” walk in Woodbury, 
New York.  We walked together and raised money to support additional research to help find a cure breast cancer.  
In December we celebrated the holiday season with our annual holiday party and January we hosted our annual 
Judicial Reception, both events had a great turn out! 
 
As spring rolled in, we had our second “book club” event and our annual voting dinner where we elected our new 
Boards for both RCWBA and WBASNY. In May we celebrated Law Day, which this year’s theme was separation of 
powers. Each year we present a $1,000 scholarship for the best essay written by a Rockland County High School 
student and this year the award went to Isabel Jean Wecht, a senior from Tappan Zee High School.  
 
As our year comes to a close, we are preparing for Convention and our installation Dinner on June 6th. At our 
installation dinner this year we will be honoring Judge Sherri Eisenpress who will be the recipient of our Belle Mayer 
Zeck award. Please join us at the View in Piermont. 
 
In closing it has been another great year for building friendships, donating to various organizations and causes, and 
celebrating the RCWBA!  
 
 
Staten Island 
 
June 2017 – Installation Ceremony – On June 16, 2017, the new officers of the SIWBA were installed in a joyous 
ceremony held in Surrogate’s Court Richmond County. The oath of office was administered by the Honorable 
Robert J. Gigante who hosted the event. The Honorable Barbara I. Panepinto delivered a welcome address and 
introduction. The slate for the 2017 – 2018 year was:  Manju Sunny, President; Janet McFarland, First Vice 
President; Anna Vira, Second Vice President; Teresa R. Nuccio, Treasurer; Betsey Jean-Jacques, Corresponding 
Secretary; Rosa Tragni, Recording Secretary; Rosa Pannitto, WBASNY Director; Pamela Schwartz, Director; and 
Marissa Jones, Director. After the installation, the newly elected officers and directors enjoyed a light lunch and 
refreshments along with members of the SIWBA, judges, court staff, family, and friends. 
 
September 2017 – SIWBA Summer Bash- On September 9, 2017, the SIWBA hosted an end of summer party to 
bring together the leaders of Staten Island’s legal community. Those in attendance included the SIWBA Executive 
Board, Past Presidents of the SIWBA, committee chairs, WBASNY liaison to the SIWBA (Joy Thompson) and the 
board of the Richmond County Bar Association.  
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Membership Mixer – On September 26, 2017, the Staten Island Women’s Bar Association kicked off the 2017-2018 
year with its Annual Membership Mixer. The well attended event was held at Rudy & Dean's on Richmond Terrace. 
New members had the opportunity to mix and mingle with current members of the 2017-2018 SIWBA Board, 
members of Staten Island's legal community and members of the Judiciary. 
 
October 2017 – ACS Breast Cancer Walk – Members of the SIWBA along with family and friends united to form 
team Legally Pink to join in the fight against breast cancer and to raise awareness in the community. In support of 
the Making Strides event, team leader Brooke Skolnik and the members of team Legally Pink made a commitment 
to raise funds and participate in the October 15, 2017 walk at the Midland Beach Boardwalk.  Team Legally Pink 
raised money that will enable the American Cancer Society to fund research and provide free information and 
support to those affected by breast cancer. The determination and passion of the members of team Legally Pink 
made the event a great success. 
 
JALBCA & SIWBA Breast Cancer Awareness Breakfast – the SIWBA joined with JALBCA (Judges and Lawyers 
Breast Cancer Alert) to co-sponsor the annual breakfast for Breast Cancer Awareness Month. The breakfast was 
held at the Staten Island Supreme Court. The event seeks to raise awareness and to promote early detection and 
genetic testing. We were very grateful to Judge Barbara Panepinto and Judge Karen Wolff for helping to organize 
the event. A mammography van was made available to the public for two days.  
 
“The Nuts and Bolts of Landlord Tenant Law" – On October 19, 2017, the SIWBA sponsored a CLE highlighting 
issues in landlord and tenant law. The panelists included Jay Duskin, Esq., Logan Schiff (Supervising Attorney for 
Staten Island Legal Services Landlord/Tenant Division), and the Hon. Marina Cora Mundy (NYC Housing Court - 
Richmond County). 
 
December 2017 – Annual Judges’ Reception – On December 5, 2017, the Staten Island Women's Bar Association 
held their annual Holiday Party.  Judge Karen Wolff of the Family Court, Richmond County and past president of 
the SIWBA was honored for her longstanding commitment to the Women's Bar Association.   She was presented 
with citations from our elected officials.  The Borough President declared December 5, 2017 "Judge Wolff Day" by 
proclamation.  The event was well attended by the Staten Island Judiciary and members of the bar as over 200 
guests were in attendance. The SIWBA was also honored to have in attendance WBASNY officers which included 
President Amy Baldwin Littman. In the spirit of the holiday season, the SIWBA invited the Staten Island Marine 
Corps League to the event and requested attendees donate to the League’s annual Toys for Tots Drive.   
 
January 2018 – Diversity CLE – On January 18, 2018, the SIWBA held Staten Island’s first diversity CLE.  The 
topic was “Judicial Diversity” and the presenters were Hon. Peter DeLizzo, Hon. Raja Rajaswari, Hon. Debra Silber 
and Matthew Skinner.  Over 70 people attended. 
 
February 2018 – Wine & Wellness Networking Event – On February 27, 2018, the SIWBA hosted its fifth annual 
Wine and Wellness Program at the Staten Island Winery.  Fran Reali, Co-Broker and Owner of Better Homes and 
Gardens Safari Realty and Co-Founder of Protecting One Young Heart Foundation served as the guest speaker. 
 Ms. Reali’s presentation focused on women’s health and heart issues.  She also spoke about Protecting One 
Young Heart Foundations work as well as community awareness of undetected childhood heart issues.  SIWBA 
members and friends enjoyed an evening of wine tasting, cheese plates, homemade pizza and networking.  A good 
time was had by the approximate sixty guests who were in attendance.  
 
March 2018 - Staten Island OutLOUD Event – On March 11, 2018, Staten Island OutLOUD and the SIWBA joined 
forces to present “True Grit of the Suffragetes”.  The event was presented as part of Staten Island OutLOUD’s 
exploration of Charles Portis’ classic novel ‘True Grit’ for the National Endowment for the Arts/The Big Read. In his 
novel, Charles Portis gives a narrative of female empowerment, the Westward Expansion, a girl’s coming of age, 
and survival in tough times. Indeed, the 14 year-old heroine, Mattie Ross, would later grow into adulthood as the 
women’s suffrage was gaining traction. Mattie was a woman of “true grit”- as were the suffragettes. They won a 
woman’s right to vote in New York State 100 years ago. The SIWBA honored this anniversary with Staten Island 
OutLOUD. The event was co-hosted by Island historian, Patricia Salmon, with a performance by Edwina Martin, 
Esq., past president of the SIWBA.  
 
April 2018 - Annual Meeting – The SIWBA held its Annual Meeting and Elections on April 19, 2018 at Casa 
Belvedere.  Members enjoyed dinner at the prominent Staten Island establishment while celebrating the successful 
events that occurred throughout the year. Ronald M. Cerrachio, Chief Clerk of the Richmond County Surrogate’s 
Court, was presented with the organization’s Outstanding Supporter Award for his dedication and commitment to 
the SIWBA.  The event was co-sponsored by Northfield Bank.  SIWBA members voted to approve the 2018-2019 
SIWBA and WBASNY slates. 
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May 2018 - Annual Gender Fairness Program – On May 10, 2018 the SIWBA along with the Staten Island Gender 
Fairness Committee held its annual gender fairness program for the students at Curtis High School. The event 
entitled “Teen Dating Violence and Healthy Relationship Workshop” was presented by the NYC Healthy 
Relationship Training Academy and held at the NYC Family Justice Center in Staten Island. The program focused 
on positive relationships and provided students and members of the community the opportunity to engage in a 
thoughtful discussion to help raise awareness and educate individuals about violence in relationships and how to 
prevent it.   
 
 
Suffolk 
 
 
Westchester 
 
This year, the Westchester Chapter focused on increasing our social media outreach by creating an Instagram 
Account and actively posting to Instagram, Facebook and Twitter. We also were thrilled to have one of our 
members, the Hon. Lisa Margaret Smith, receive the Kay Crawford Murray Award from the New York State Bar 
Association’s Women in Law Committee. 
 
June 8, 2017 – WWBA Annual Installation Dinner at Mamaroneck Beach and Yacht Club 
August 3, 2017 – WWBA Summer Networking: Cocktails at Red Hat on the River  
September 6, 2017 - General Membership Meeting: The New York State Paid Family Leave Law CLE 
September 12, 2017 – JALBCA Lunch and Learn 
September 28, 2018 – Meet the Officers of the WWBA: A Night of Networking 
October 11, 2017 – What Every New York Attorney Needs to Know About Digital Evidence CLE 
October 12, 2017 – The ABC’s of the ADA CLE 
October 15, 2017 – Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk - Team ORBACH 
October 25, 2017 – Broadway Outing to see “The Band’s Visit” 
October 30, 2017 – A Discussion with Hon. John Leventhal about his book “My Partner, My Enemy” 
November 1, 2017 – General Membership Meeting:  Achieving Powerful Presentation and Communication Skills 
November 4, 2017 – Wine Tasting 101 
November 9, 2017 – The Inside Scoop on Forensic Evaluations in Custody Matters 
November 27, 2017 – Volunteered at the Hillside Food Outreach 
November 30, 2017 – WWBA Book Club:  “What Happened?” By Hillary Clinton 
December 1, 2017 – First Friday Lunch:  Support for Women in Professional Transition 
December 13, 2017 – WWBA Holiday Party 2016 
January 5, 2018 – First Friday Lunch: Support for Women in Professional Transition 
January 10, 2017 – General Membership Meeting:  Ethics Update 2018 CLE 
January 18, 2018 – Paint Night 
January 25, 2018 – Book Club: “Small Great Things” by Jodi Picault 
January 31, 2018 – LGBTQ 101: The Intersection of DV in the LGBTQ Community CLE 
February 2, 2018 – First Friday Lunch: Support for Women in Professional Transition 
February 10, 2018 – Learn to Spin:  A Fundraiser for the American Heart Association 
February 13, 2018 – Inside the Appellate Court CLE 
March 2, 2018 – Read Across America Celebration at Eugenio Maria de Hostos MicroSociety School in Yonkers 
March 2, 2018 – First Friday Lunch: Support for Women in Professional Transition 
March 22, 2018 – General Membership Meeting:  Perspectives on Sexual Harassment in the Wake of #METOO CLE 
March 28, 2018 – Tax Reform:  Making Sense of It All  
April 3, 2018 – Book Club: “Sisters in Law: How Sandra Day O’Connor and Ruth Bader Ginsberg Went to the 
Supreme Court and Changed the World” 
April 4, 2018 – Issues Related to Representation in Family and Divorce Mediation 
April 6, 2018 – First Friday Lunch: Support for Women in Professional Transition 
April 9, 2018 – A Continuing Lecture Series on Diversity in the Legal Profession: Perspectives From the Bench & Bar 
April 10, 2018 – CASA in the Courts: Family Court Appointed Special Advocates 
April 17, 2018 – Resolving Family Disputes Through the Collaborative Process 
April 24, 2018 – Jury Selection and Race:  A Review of Recent Batson Decisions CLE 
May 4, 2018 – First Friday Lunch: Support for Women in Professional Transition 
May 11, 2018 – Gender Fairness Essay Contest Breakfast 
May 16, 2018 – Discovery of Assets in Estates and Adult Guardianship CLE  
May 25, 2018 – WWBA Law Day/Take Your Children to Work Day 
 



 13 

Future events: 
June 6, 2018 – WWBA Annual Installation Dinner at Mamaroneck Beach and Yacht Club 
June 12, 2018 – Book Club: “Red Clocks” 
 
 
Western New York 
 
The WNY Chapter of WBASNY has had a robust year of activities and events as shown on the comprehensive list 
attached.  The below report details highlights of this year. 
 
Focus on Members – This year, we have done our best to look at the accessibility of our programing to members, 
and as a result, have held a number of events which were free, including: “Come Aboard and Meet the New Board 
on the Moondance Cat,” “Headshot Happy Hour,” our upcoming Kick Off to the Membership Year Event at Big 
Ditch, as well as our “Sweet Success” reception, to be discussed in more detail later. Notably, our largest event of 
this year, the Reception to Honor Dean Aviva Abramovsky, was also free to members. Finally, we have instituted a 
Working Group to look at the price of our membership, and steps that we might take to provide assistance to 
members that are interested in being involved in our Chapter, but may not be able to due to financial hardship.   
 
Additionally, we have made it a priority to recognize our members who win awards and have career achievements 
in our weekly eblasts, on Facebook, and in our Newsletter. Our best asset is our members, and we are proud of 
everyone’s accolades.   
 
Commitment to Diversity – In July 2017, WBASNY WNY gave out the Inaugural Commitment to Diversity Award, 
which we hope to give out on an annual basis.  We continued to work on implementing our Diversity Plan with the 
goal of eliminating bias and enhancing diversity and inclusion in the Chapter, the legal profession, and the justice 
system by all persons. Our Chapter was represented at the Martin Luther King Program at UB in February, 
featuring Susan Rice, and co-sponsored the program with the Minority Bar Foundation. WBASNY WNY also co-
sponsored the Eighth Judicial District’s Black History Month Program in February, and President Anne Joynt gave 
remarks at the event highlighting why Black History Month is important to WBASNY WNY. Our Diversity Committee 
also co-hosted a number of CLEs to celebrate Black History Month, including “Immigration Detention Hearings,” 
and “Diversity in the Legal Profession.” WBASNY also co-hosted a diversity panel discussion at the law school for 
law students about career options in law.   
 
Continuing Legal Education Programs – We offered fourteen CLE programs throughout the year, including:  
“New Developments in Addressing the Legal and Social Issues Impacting Family Violence Cases;” “Balancing the 
Scales: The Art of Negotiating for Women Attorneys;” “Writing the Winning Brief: Tips from the Bench and Bar;” 
“Courtroom Professionalism and Decorum;” “Consumer Debt: Helping Your Clients Vacate or Avoid Judgments;” 
“How to Handle an Eviction Proceeding;” “Wellness and Wine Spa Day;” “Immigration Detention Hearings;” 
“Diversity in the Legal Profession;” “Facial Sufficiency of Accusatory Instrument: Amendment v. Dismissal;” 
“Immigration Under the Trump Administration: Employing Foreign Nationals;” “Behind the Headlines: A Look Into 
the Latest in Employment Law;” “Confidentiality Issues with Documents Submitted to County and Supreme Courts;” 
and “The Economic Aftermath of Violence Against Women: Economic Issues Affecting Domestic Violence and 
Sexual Assault Survivors.”  
 
Non-CLE Programs and Events – In addition to the CLE programs offered by our Chapter, we have offered an 
array of diverse programs for the benefit of our members.  The highlight of our year was a reception welcoming 
incoming Dean Aviva Abramovsky, the first female Dean at UB Law School, which we co-hosted with the Women 
Lawyers of Western New York.  Our other programs included: book club (and pod club!) series discussion 
meetings; a day where we helped build a house with Habitat for Humanity; roundtable discussions with our Public 
Sector and Diversity Committees; the Voter Registration Empower Yourself Barbeque, a Domestic Violence 
Committee coffee drive for supplies for the Family Justice Center, a program celebrating 100 years of women’s 
suffrage in New York State with the League of Women Voters; a gallery outing in Niagara County; our Annual 
Holiday Party and Toy Drive; a day of lunch and ice skating at Canalside with the Young Lawyers Committee; a 
financial presentation entitled “Own your Future: How to Start/Continue Planning for Your Financial Future;” a 
“Dress For What’s Next Event” to benefit victims of domestic violence and their families; a presentation on 
“Lobbying 101;” and receptions to honor significant achievements of our members.   
 
This year we are also hosting a “Sweet Success” reception and membership event after our Annual Meeting, which 
is aimed at honoring the career achievements of our members during the membership year. It is our hope that this 
reception become an annual event where we can gather to congratulate and support each other on our successes.   
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We also offered a number of family-friendly events thanks to the work of our Working Parents Committee, including 
a summer picnic, a visit to the Great Pumpkin Farm and a UB Women’s basketball game.   
 
Law Students – In November, thanks to Darice Hickey who serves as our Chapter’s liaison to UB Law School, our 
Chapter presented its signature “8 Minute Networking” event to benefit law students. We also have continued to 
keep a law student presence on our board of directors, with two students (one 2L and one 3L) each year. Our 
student members have been instrumental in volunteering at our events, and running Table Days at the law school. 
 
Judiciary Committee – Our Chapter’s Judiciary Committee interviewed several judicial candidates during the 2017 
election year. The committee is currently preparing to rate judicial candidates for the 2018 election year.  Candidate 
interviews will be conducted in early May.   
 
Judge’s Choice Dinner Series – Thanks to the gracious members of the bench, our signature Judge’s Choice 
Dinner Series Committee had a successful season. We held dinners with Justice John Curran (at 100 Acres,) 
Judge Lawrence Villardo (at Sear) and Judge Acea Mosey (at Lombardo). With an eye towards keeping our price 
point low, the Judge’s Choice Dinner Series introduced something new: The Judge’s Choice Lunch. Our first one 
was hosted by Judge Paula Feroleto at Chez Ami. Finally, we will be finishing off our Judge’s Choice Dinner series 
with a slight twist: a dinner to be hosted by the Erie County DA John Flynn and the Niagara County DA Caroline 
Wojtaszek at Sinatra’s.  Many thanks to our enthusiastic and capable committee chair Ashley Lowry for her hard 
work in organizing, and to our hosts Justice John Curran, Judge Lawrence Villardo, Judge Acea Mosey, Judge 
Paula Feroleto and DAs John Flynn and Caroline Wojtaszek!  
 
Without a doubt, it is the dedication and commitment of our Board of Directors, Committee Chairs, and Members 
that help us to maintain a robust and worthwhile calendar. Thank you to all for your time and talent in advancing the 
WBASNY mission. It has been my pleasure to serve as the 33rd President of this organization, and I have no doubt 
of the continued success of our Chapter under the leadership of our incoming President, Kara Addelman.   


