
 

 

WOMEN’S BAR ASSOCIATION OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
Executive Committee Meeting 

September 24, 2016 
Columbia University Law School 

New York, NY 
 
 
Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Joan McNichol, seconded by Linda Morrone to approve the Executive Committee 
minutes of June 3, 2016. The motion passed. A motion was made by Joan McNichol, seconded by 
Deborah Rosenthal to approve the Executive Committee Conference Call minutes of June 8, 2016. The 
motion passed. A motion was made by Rebekah Kennedy, seconded by Linda Morrone to approve the 
Executive Committee Conference Call minutes of June 13, 2016.  The motion passed. A Motion was 
made by EJ Thorsen, seconded by Kara Cavallo to approve the Executive Conference Call minutes of 
July 22, 2016.  The motion passed. A motion was made by Joan McNichol, seconded by Danielle Strauch 
to approve the Executive Committee Conference Call minutes of August 24, 2016. The motion passed. A 
motion was made by Pamela Reynolds, seconded by Kara Cavallo to approve the Executive Committee 
Conference Call minutes of September 7, 2016. The motion passed.   
 
President’s Report 
 
President Flug reported that WBASNY had a productive summer. The female genital mutilation bill was 
signed into law and there was an Executive Committee conference call where we discussed about ten 
legislative bills. The substantive committees were great in getting information to us and drafting position 
statements. An e-blast went out in July about every bill we supported. Chapters should use the email for 
their chapter newsletters so members know what we are doing legislatively. 
 
WBASNY took a position on a proposed rule from the Commercial division. The comments WBANSY 
submitted to OCA prompted a call from Robert Hague from the Commercial Division Advisory Council 
and prompted a program entitled “The Update on the Commercial Division” at Kelley Drye. This 
program was part of our efforts to attract more members from large firms.  Deirdre Hay, Meghan 
McGuire and Beth Jacob are trying to figure out why attorneys at big law firms are not joining 
WBASNY. 
 
The New York Law Journal sought nominees for the 2016 Top Women Lawyers. One of WBASNY’s 
nominees Carolyn Nussbaum from GRAWA was selected along with Prof. Deborah Archer who was the 
keynote speaker at Convention 2016. 
 
The Office of Children and Family Services approached us regarding foster care and the Executive 
Committee met by conference call to discuss the subject. Immediately following the meeting letters were 
sent to the New York Senators and the Office of Children and Family Services.  
 
There was an amicus curiae call on short notice which was heated and passionate. After a vote, Annette 
Hasapidis drafted it in two short weeks and it was filed. 
 
At the Board meeting we will discuss diversity CLE’s.  There is an open letter from minority bar 
associations to OCA and a national push asking for a requirement that attorneys’ ethics credits include 
mandatory diversity credits.  
 
President Flug, Amy Littman and Beth Krause met with the Hon. Lawrence Marks. Beth explained to the 
Judge the trials and tribulations of trying to find space in the courtroom to pump milk. They also spoke to 
him about the court rule on parental leave. A reporter in Florida asked President Flug for a comment on 
parental leave.  Florida is proposing that there should be continuance if someone litigating needs parental 



 

 

leave; women are missing out on great trial experience when the judge refuses to grant a continuance.  
We are waiting to hear back from Judge Marks on this subject.  
 
A press release was sent out about WBASNY’s joint domestic violence initiative with NYSBA. The 
initiative focuses on training domestic violence survivors; pro bono training for more attorneys, and 
expanding legislation to help domestic violence victims. WBASNY has eight people participating in the 
initiative. Amy Schwartz and Hon. Judy Harris Kluger from Sanctuary for Families are the Co-Chairs. 
 
A judicial screening will occur at the end November or December as there is a Court of Appeals vacancy 
coming up. 
 
WBASNY is offering to waive the CLE certificate charge for any chapter holding a CLE program where 
they do not charge members to attend. 
 
A New York State Constitutional Convention is coming up. We are required every 40 years to ask voters 
if they want to amend the State Constitution.  
 
From October 14-21, Amy Saltzman is leading a WBASNY trip to Cuba, with 22 participants  and 5-6 
guests.  Amy would like to start organizing overseas trips for WBASNY. If anyone from your chapter is 
interested in helping, let Amy know. WBASNY was invited to a convention in Croatia. A few years ago, 
Tarja Krehic was in the United States on a grant to learn about WBASNY so she could create a women’s 
bar in Croatia. Fay Parris will be attending on our behalf and will address the group about the value of a 
women’s bar.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
President Flug reported that WBASNY made approximately $35,000 on convention and that our largest 
income is from membership dues. This year a lot of chapters have asked headquarters to do their renewal 
mailings for them. 
 
Document Retention Policy 
 
The WBASNY document retention policy was included in the Executive Committee meeting handouts 
today. Chapters can use this policy as a guideline and if they choose can do something different. Several 
chapters reported on how they maintain their records. 
 
Malpractice Insurance 
 
A motion was made by Linda Morrone, seconded by Beth Krause to renew WBASNY’s malpractice 
insurance. The motion passed. 
 
Bylaws 
 
Elizabeth Bryson reported that there is a roster of the Bylaws committee listing every chapter being 
circulated now. Please make sure your contact information is correct. The Committee will be comparing 
the bylaws wording and look at the indemnification language. Most of that bylaw language was written 
before we had insurance. New York revised its not-for-profit law and the bylaws need to be corrected. 
The Committee had a meeting on Thursday and will have weekly meetings for the next few weeks.  Some 
chapters are missing certificates of incorporation.   
 
Lobby Day – Building Relationships with Elected Officials 
 
Annette Hasapidis and Helene Blank reported that President Flug asked them to put together a WBASNY 
initiative so that our voice is heard. Helene suggested that Chapter Presidents get to know their legislators 



 

 

and identify people who have relationships with senators and Assembly people. This information should 
be sent to Sandra Rivera. Annette stated that we should not put all the legislative committee effort into 
just one lobby day. WBASNY is the second largest statewide bar and to have a big voice we need to be 
more legislatively astute and get the legislature on board with our objectives.   
 
Suggestions included inviting legislators to your board meetings to ask what is important to them and 
getting involved in local legislators’ lives.  The tentative date for Lobby Day is May 8th.  There will be a 
video or webinar to train people including vignettes on what to do and what not to do. Joan McNichol 
suggested incorporated the video into Leadership Training. 
 
 
JALBCA 
 
JALBCA Chair, Virginia (Ginger) Trunkes reported on JALBCA and invited every chapter to have a 
“lunch/dinner and learn” where a clinician, nurse, doctor is brought in to talk about breast cancer. She 
reminded the Presidents that JALBCA also provides grants for programs. President Flug will send out the 
mammography van schedule and stated that she wants 19 JALBCA programs this year.  
 
Read Across America 
 
Leyla Kiosse reported that there is a Women Judges Committee spearheading Read Across America and 
chapters are encouraged to participate. On March 2 educators are encouraged to promote reading to 
students. Volunteers go to schools to read books. The National Education Association has lots of 
suggestions: fliers, templates, pages of information.   
 
CLE Chapter assignments 
 
The Chapter CLE Co-Chair designations have changed. They will be: 
 
Lisa Noroian:  Del-Chen-O, Finger Lakes, Mid-Hudson, Mid-York, Western NY 
Meryl Neuren:  Convention CLE, Bronx, Nassau, GRAWA, Westchester 
Natalie Grigg:  Online, Queens, Rockland, Suffolk, Staten Island 
Eileen Malunowicz: Adirondack, Brooklyn, Capital District, Central New York, Orange-Sullivan 
 
Chapter Reports 
 
Del-Chen-O – The chapter will hold an event on October 6, honoring practitioners. 
 
Mid-Hudson – September 28th is the member kick off. They are also using the headshot idea. There will 
be a judiciary luncheon in November and they will be joining in the Making Strides walk on the 16th with 
Orange Sullivan.   
 
Mid-York – The Chapter and Oneida County Bar have a luncheon planned for next Wednesday with 
Hon. Leslie Stein of the Court of Appeal. Over 130 people including judges are coming. It is will be great 
exposure for Mid York.   
 
Nassau – On Monday there is an event with the judiciary. Their Foundation is having an event on 
October 13 for breast cancer. 
 
New York – If you want to reach out to all chapter presidents, New York has set up an email alias:  
Chapterpresidents@NYWBA.org. 
 



 

 

Orange-Sullivan – The chapter had a new membership event last Thursday. They had cocktails plus 
headshots instead of golf.  In the fall they have voter registration at a farmers market in Goshen and a 
CLE and a judicial reception November 10th.  
 
Queens – The chapter will have a judiciary night on November 30th.  
 
Rochester – They are partnering with the Rochester Black Bar Association for a headshot event on 
October 6. On October 26 there is a judicial candidate’s reception. 
 
Staten Island – The chapter is holding a membership mixer for $20. In October they have a free CLE on 
real estate transactions. 
 
Suffolk – The chapter is partnering with bars and Franklin Williams Association this Wednesday on how 
to become a judge and ladders they climb. Suffolk and Nassau are doing a winery tour on October 15th. 
 
Westchester – The chapter held a voter registration drive with the League of Women’s Voters. 
 
Western New York – The National Association of Women Judges, GRAWA, and Central are addressing 
the Gavel Gap on Saturday November 5th in Rochester. It is the brain child of Judge Troutman from the 
Fourth Department. The program is for CLE credit.  They were able to secure all the women judges from 
the Fourth Department for the program. 
 
President Flug reminded the chapters to submit their programs to connect@wbasny.org. 
 
Motion to Adjourn 
 
A motion was made by Joan McNichol, seconded by Kara Cavallo to adjourn the meeting. The motion 
passed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deirdre L. Hay  
Vice-President for the Recording Secretary  
 


