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New Bench Card Aims to Promote Inclusion in New York State Courts  

First in a Series of LGBTQ+ Bench Cards Will Further Court System Efforts to Ensure  
A Welcoming Environment for All Who Enter or Serve in the Courts  

 
NEW YORK—In the continuing spirit of June’s PRIDE month celebrations, the New York State 
Court System’s Office for Justice Initiatives and the Richard C. Failla LGBTQ Commission are 
pleased to announce an important new resource: the “Best Practices for Using Trans-Inclusive 
Language: A Bench Card.”  
 
The first in a series of LGBTQ+ bench cards to help further the Court System’s efforts to ensure 
that all who enter or serve in the New York State courts are treated with the utmost respect, 
dignity, and professionalism, the new card provides valuable information and guidance to judges 
and non-judicial personnel—including a terminology section—that may be referenced in court to 
advance best courtroom practices.    
 
“This bench card is a fantastic and instructive resource to promote inclusion in our courts. I am 
proud to be part of a court system that is committed to equipping our judges with tools to treat 
everyone with respect and dignity,” said Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for Justice Initiatives 
Edwina G. Richardson. 
 
“We are thrilled this valuable resource, focused on appropriately and respectfully interacting with 
members of the LGBTQ+ community, will conveniently be at the fingertips of thousands of 
judges across New York State,” said the Richard C. Failla LGBTQ Commission’s co-chairs, the 
Hon. Grace M. Hanlon and Hon. Karen Lupuloff, and Executive Director Matthew Skinner. 
 
A copy of the new bench card is attached.  
 
For additional information, visit the Richard C. Failla LGBTQ Commission’s website at  
https://ww2.nycourts.gov/ip/LGBTQ/index.shtml or contact the Commission at 
lgbtqcommission@nycourts.gov.  
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