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Administrative Judge Jose-Decker Announces  

Appointment of Two Regional Supervising Judges for  
Town and Village Courts in the Third Judicial District  

 
ALBANY, NEW YORK—Third Judicial District Administrative Judge E. Danielle Jose-Decker 
today announced the appointment of two Regional Supervising Judges for the District’s 118 
Town and Village Courts. The new regional structure is designed to provide more direct, 
accessible, and geographically responsive oversight to the justices who serve these courts 
across the District’s seven counties. 
 
Court of Claims Judge and Acting Supreme Court Justice Adam Silverman has been appointed 
Supervising Judge of the Town and Village Courts for the Northern Region of the Third Judicial 
District, which encompasses Albany, Rensselaer, Columbia, and Schoharie counties. 
Family Court Judge Sarah Rakov has been named Supervising Judge of the Town and Village 
Courts for the Southern Region of the Third Judicial District, which encompasses Greene, 
Ulster, and Sullivan counties. 
 
“Town and Village Courts are often the first — and sometimes the only — point of contact that 
members of our communities have with the justice system,” said Administrative Judge Jose-
Decker. “Judges Rakov and Silverman each bring a depth of experience, judgment, and 
genuine commitment to these courts that will make them outstanding resources and mentors for 
our justices and clerks. I am confident that this regional structure will strengthen the support, 
training, and oversight that our Town and Village justices receive and deserve.” 
 
Judge Silverman brings extensive experience in criminal justice policy and court administration 
to the position. He previously served as Assistant Counsel to the Governor for the Public Safety 
Portfolio, overseeing the State’s public safety agencies and all legislation affecting the criminal 
justice system, and as Deputy Commissioner and Counsel at the Department of Corrections 
and Community Supervision, where he served as chief legal officer overseeing more than fifty 
attorneys and administrative staff. He currently serves as Co-Chair of the Legislative Committee 
for the Association of Court of Claims Judges. 
 
Judge Rakov brings to the position significant practical experience with local justice courts, 
having operated her own law office prior to joining the bench, where she practiced extensively 
before Town and Village Courts. As a sitting Family Court Judge, she has remained closely 
engaged with issues affecting these courts, including recently meeting with the Ulster County 
Magistrates Association to address the interplay between Centralized Arraignment Part orders 
of protection and Family Court proceedings. 



 
 
 
 
 
Both judges will work closely with Town and Village justices in their respective regions, 
engaging with District stakeholders and assisting in the continued implementation of Centralized 
Arraignment Parts, mentoring programs for new justices, and continuing legal education 
programming. 
 
The appointments take effect immediately. 
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