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News Release        August 3, 2026 
      

New Amendments Proposed to Guidelines for Chief Fiscal Officers 

The Administrative Board for the Offices of the Public Administrators (the Board) has issued 
proposed amendments to the Guidelines for the Operations of the Offices of the Chief Fiscal 
Officers of New York State Appointed Administrators of Estates (CFO Guidelines).  The 
proposed amendments to the CFO Guidelines, which apply to Chief Fiscal Officers (CFOs) 
when carrying out their duties in relation to their appointment as administrators of decedent’s 
estates, clarifies certain responsibilities and protocols of the CFO.  The Board invites public 
comment on the proposed amendments to the Guidelines until October 2, 2026.  
 

In the 51 counties of New York State not served by a Public Administrator, the CFO of each 
county, usually the County Treasurer, is responsible for handling the estates of decedents who 
have no close relatives or named executors eligible or willing to serve as the fiduciary of their 
estates. Pursuant to Section 1219 of the Surrogate’s Court Procedure Act (SPCA), the CFOs 
are subject to the jurisdiction of the Board with respect to their “administrator’s duties.”  The 13 
members of the Board include practicing attorneys, a Public Administrator, representatives from 
the New York State Comptroller’s Office and the New York State Bar Association, and judges of 
the Surrogate’s Court. 
 

The proposed amendments to the Guidelines, once they are formally adopted by the Board, will 
be incorporated into and replace the current guidelines.  The proposed amendments to the 
Guidelines include updated provisions relating to: 
 

� the disposition of a decedent’s remains; 
� the compensation of the CFO; 
� bonding requirements for the CFO; and 
� protocols for the appointment of a successor CFO as administrator of an estate upon 

a CFO vacating office. 
 
Following the closure of the comment period, all comments will be reviewed and the final 
amendments to the Guidelines for the Operations of the Offices of the Chief Fiscal Officers of 
New York State Appointed Administrators of Estates will be adopted.  The Guidelines with the 
proposed amendments may be found at www.nycourts.gov/ip/PA/ and comments may be 
submitted to PAGuidelines@nycourts.gov 
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